


Why Denim? 

Rome – Italy 

1992 

  An 18-year-old girl was picked up by her 45-year-old driving instructor for 

her very first driving lesson. After an hour of driving,--- she was raped and 

abandoned by him in alley.  Undeterred, she reports the incident to the 

police and the case is prosecuted. The driving instructor is convicted of 

rape and sentenced to jail. 

1999  

 The driving instructor appeals the sentence. The case makes it all the way 

to the Italian High Court where the conviction is overturned and he is 

released.  

 The statement released by the High Court declared; “because the 

victim wore very, very tight jeans, she had to help him remove then…. 

and by removing the jeans…it was no longer rape but consensual sex.”  



Why Denim? 

Rome - Italy 

1999 
• Enraged by the verdict, Women of the Italian Parliament protested by wearing JEANS to 

work. As news of this decision spread, so did the protest.  

 

Los Angeles, CA  

1999 

• In April 1999, Patti Giggans Executive Director of Peace Over Violence established the first 
Denim Day in the U.S. Motivated and emboldened, the California Senate and Assembly  
did the same and a movement was born.   

 

Clark County, NV 

2008 

• The Rape Crisis Center held the first Denim Day in Nevada. 

 

Nationwide 

2011 

• Every year since, Peace Over Violence has organized Denim Day in L.A. & U.S.A. 

 



What is Sexual Violence? 

• All acts of sexual violation such as rape, forced 
sodomy, forced oral copulation, acts committed with 
foreign objects, and any other unwanted sexual 
activity. 

 

• Sexual violence occurs when a person is forced, 
coerced or manipulated into participating in sexual act  
to which she or he has not freely consented. 

 

• Sexual assault or rape can happen to anyone. People 
of any age, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation or 
physical ability can experience sexual assault. 



What is Consent? 

Consent is… 

• Willing participation 

• Based on choice 

• Active not passive 

• Based on  equal power 

• Only possible when neither  

 party is incapacitated due  

 to drug or alcohol consumption 

• A clear “yes” 

 

 

  

Consent is not… 

• Giving in because of fear 

• Agreeing to sex because of  

 fear or threats 

• Going along in order to  

 gain approval 

• The absence of a “no” 

• Capitulation (Forced Submission) 

• Under the Influence of Drugs  

     or Alcohol 

• Under age (16 years in the State of NV)  

 

 

 



Respectful Sexuality 

• Honoring your own sexuality and 

respecting others’.  

• Knowing all the risks and ramifications of 

engaging in sexual behavior. 

• Choosing a path that respects both parties 

involved. 

• Gaining clear consent and having open 

lines of communication. 

 



NO EXCUSES CAMPAIGN 
Myths & Realities 

About Sexual Assault 





 

DENIM DAY HISTORY 

 

In 1999 the Italian High Court overturned a 

rape conviction because the victim was wearing 

tight jeans at the time of the assault. The justices 

stated that the victim must have helped her  

attacker remove her jeans, from which they 

inferred consent. People all around the world 

were outraged. Wearing jeans on this anniversary 

became an international symbol of protest  

against erroneous and destructive attitudes  

about sexual violence.  

 



 



 

SEXY CLOTHES 

 

It is often believed that sexy or suggestive  

clothing invites wanted male attention, positive  

or negative. Regardless, wearing revealing 

clothing does not invite sexual assault. In fact, 

women and girls have been raped in everything 

from jeans to business suits to pajamas. This 

belief reinforces the myth that women and girls 

invite assault by their clothing choices and shifts 

the blame for the crime to the victim and away 

from the perpetrator, where it belongs. 





 

TECHNOLOGY SEX CRIMES 

 

Teenagers and children have increasingly 

become targets for predators both online and 

via mobile devices. Predators today will use 

social networking sites to contact youth and 

convince them that the “stranger” is a “friend.” 
This connection increases the child/teen’s trust 

in them and interest in sexual relations. 

Learning about the dangers of internet use and 

speaking about them openly can help minimize 

the risks from those who wish to abuse. 



 



 

INTIMATE PARTNER SEXUAL ASSAULT 

 

One of the most common misconceptions is  

that most rapes are committed by strangers.  

In reality, more than 75% of sexual assaults  

are committed by someone the survivor knew 

and trusted—such as a teacher, co-worker, 

friend, relative, or even their steady girlfriend  

or boyfriend. Just because someone has 

consented to a sexual act in the past does not 

give someone the right to assume consent and 

to force or coerce sexual contact. 



 



 

ALCOHOL RELATED RAPES 

 

It is commonly believed that because a woman 

is drinking and partying she somehow invites 

rape. In most states, it is against the law to have 

sex with someone who is unable to give legal 

consent. Coercing or forcing sex without 

consent is considered rape/sexual violence.  

If convicted of this crime, a perpetrator would 

likely have to register as a sex offender. 



 



 

MALE RAPE 

 

Male anger and violence is afflicted upon  

other men and not just women. Rape is a  

violent act of power and control that damages 

the victim - male or female. The socialization  

of men creates immense challenges for them 

to disclose any type of sexual victimization.  



 



 

SPOUSAL RAPE 

 

Spousal rape or marital rape is often unreported 

and overlooked. There is a widely held view that  

a woman surrenders consent at the time of 

marriage, and is responsible for satisfying all  

her husband’s needs and desires in order to  

be a good wife. The law has been slow to 

criminalize marital rape, but it is now recognized 

as a crime in all 50 states.  



 



 

ELDERLY RAPE 

 

Sexual assault is a function of power and 

control. Frail older persons are often dependent 

on others for care and can be extremely 

vulnerable to sexual mistreatment. 96% of 

sexual abuse of elders is perpetrated by a family 

member or caretaker. 86% of elder victims of 

sexual assault are women. 

 



 



 

MILITARY SEXUAL VIOLENCE 

 

Today, there are more women serving in the 

military than ever before. However, women 

soldiers who signed up to defend their countries 

have instead had to defend themselves from 

assault and rape by their own fellow soldiers 

and in some case their commanding officers. 

This phenomena is not only unique to women, 

but inclusive of men as well. Military sexual 

violence has occurred during training, times of 

peace, and times of war. 



 



 

PROSTITUTION 

 

Because a sex worker exchanges a sex act  

for money does not mean that they cannot  

be raped or deserve to be sexually violated. 

Someone’s choices in profession, lifestyle,  

and appearance do not give anyone the right  

to rape, assault, or otherwise hurt them.  

 



 



 



 

PRISON RAPE 

 

Every year, more than 100,000 U.S. male and 

female inmates are sexually abused by other 

inmates or correctional staff. More often than 

not, the perpetrators are corrections staff, 

whose very job it is to keep prisoners safe. 

When the government removes someone’s 

liberty, it takes on an absolute responsibility  

to protect that person’s safety. Rape is not part 

of the penalty. In the aftermath, most prisoner 

rape survivors are forced to suffer in silence, 

too fearful or retaliation and further abuse ever 

to file a formal report. Rape is an abomination, 

whether it occurs in jail or in the community.  



BYSTANDER EDUCATION 
Community Engagement 

Campaign 



 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 



 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 

TALK TO YOUR TEEN  

ABOUT SEXUAL VIOLENCE 

 

Teens between the ages of 15 and 19 are at the 

greatest risk to experience sexual assault. Male  

and female teens need trusted adults with whom  

they can talk about sexual violence, coercion and 

exploitation. Having open and honest discussions 

with your teen about healthy and respectful 

relationships to prevent teen dating and sexual 

violence builds vital and life-saving lines of 

communication. Everyone has the right to be  

safe from sexual and relationship violence,  

regardless of age! 



 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 



 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 



 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 

SEXUAL ASSAULT IS NOT FUNNY 

 

As a society we cannot tolerate joking about 

sexual assault. Dismissing it as “just a joke”  

adds insult to injury. “Jokes” about rape trivialize 

the seriousness of sexual violence and belittle 

survivors’ experiences. Accepting and laughing  

at jokes about rape sends a clear message  

to survivors that their experiences are not 

taken seriously. 



 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 



 

MALE SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT 

 

Researchers estimate that 1 in 6 men have had 

unwanted or abusive sexual experiences in 

childhood—that’s nearly 19 million of our brothers, 

fathers, sons, partners and friends. Talking about it 

begins healing. But these boys grow up with 

socialized expectations about manhood that equates 

getting help or even acknowledging their victimization 

with shame. As adults, they’re at significantly higher 

risk for a range of negative health and behavioral 

consequences—consequences that impact them, 

their families, communities and society as a whole. 

 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 



 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 



 

www.denimdayinnevada.com 

A CALL FOR LEADERSHIP 

 

The cultural climate within many institutions of power 

reflects a deep failure of leadership at all levels to 

acknowledge and adequately respond to the crimes of 

sexual abuse and rape. Religious institutions, 

corporations, schools, law enforcement and the U.S. 

military have all been the focus of media and popular 

inquiry in their cover up of reported rapes and abuse 

and their negligence to respond to the needs of men, 

women and children who have experienced sexual 

abuse. We are all members of families, groups, and 

organizations and we are all responsible for holding 

these institutions and each other accountable. We 

must seek the courage to step up as individuals and 

be leaders who advocate for institutional and societal 

change and support survivors. 



Connect with Denim Day in Nevada! 

facebook.com/denimdayinnevada 

twitter.com/denimdayinNV 

#denimdayinnv  

Get Free Materials 

Download free versions of this campaign 

at www.DenimDayinNevada.com 





Denim Day in Nevada 
Nevada Coalition Against Sexual Violence 
(NCASV) 
www.ncasv.org 
Facebook/NVCASV and twitter @ncasv 
775-355-2220 
 
Scrap Domestic Violence (ScrapDV) 
PO Box 1996 
Winnemucca, NV  89446 
www.scrapdv.org 
775-455-7376 
Facebook/scrapdv and twitter @scrapdv 
 
Denim Day in Nevada is a project of Scrap 
Domestic Violence and Nevada Coalition Against 
Sexual Violence with a partnership with Denim 
Day in LA & USA (Peace of Violence). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncasv.org/
http://www.scrapdv.org/


24hr Crisis Hotlines 

• Crisis Call Center 

• Rape Crisis Center 
(Clark County) 

• Domestic Violence 
Hotline (statewide) 

 

• RAINN 

• The HotLine 

 

1-800-273-8255 

1-702-366-1640 

1-800-500-1556 

1-800-656-HOPE 

1-800-799-SAFE 


